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ABOUT the same hour (10.30 A. M.) Admiral Viel, Intendente
of Valparaiso, informed Admiral Brown that the Government
forces had lost the day, and that he was prepared to surrender
the city unconditionally. At the same time he requested the
senior officers of foreign warships to go to the front to announce
the fact to the commander of the insurgent army and to arrange
with him for the security of the life and property of foreign
residents. The three foreign admirals and the senior English
naval officer met at the intendeneia, accompanied by an orderly
bearing the national flag of each, and also with an aid. Be-
fore any arrangement had been made to go to the front, the
movements of the victorious army had been so rapid that a flag
of truce escorted by cavalry had already appeared before the
intendeneia building. A short parley only was necessary to
secure from the officer commanding the escort complete assur-
ance that the lives and property of all foreign residents in the
city would be safe and their protection guaranteed.

So long after the occurrence it is not easy now to describe
the welcome which met the insurgent army, as it marched into
the city with every manifestation of favor, enthusiasm and relief
from 90 per cent of the population, who were first, last and
all the time in sympathy with it. The Government army, being
in complete demoralization, threw away arms, belts and car-
tridge boxes, while many turned their coats wrong side out to
indicate their sympathy with the congressional cause. The prin-
cipal officers of the Government in Valparaiso, the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of the Interior, and many officers of the
defeated army and navy, fled to the protection of the foreign
men-of-war in the harbor,
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